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THE REPUBLIC OF THE FOURTH OFSEPTEMBER, KNOWN AS | : - | 
‘© HE GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE.” 


; Cuarrzr II- -( Continued). = “ 
THE GOYERNMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE. 


Asan attempt had been made by the Government to retake the: | 
guns of the Place des Vosges, the artillery-men sent there did not. 
choose to undertake the responsibility of bloodshed ; and the National 

‘Guards, not wishing to be disarmed, sent.detachments of the 66th, 
80th, 94th, 125th, and 180th battalions, who conveyed the guns tothe’ 
Buttes Chaumont. They were fifty-six in number, Those journals § called’, 
which the Government accused of inciting to insurrectidn ceased to ace toget: 
appear after March 12th. They were as follows: “Le Vengeur’?~|_ nal 
(The Avenger) conducted by Felix Piat; “Le Cri du Peuple” (The | eyes 
Cry of the Peuple) by Vallés; “Ie Mot d’Order” (The Word of The “ secular & rm 
Cummand) by Rochefort—.(this paper was started on day following. ‘disposal, but its sec 
the armistice) ; “Le Pere Duchesne,” by Vermersch, Humbert, Vail- | bailiffsand police f 
laume and Maratian; “La Bouche de Fer, (The Mouth of Iron) by | me jee vee eatC i : 
Vermorel Jorrois; ‘La Caricature,” by Pilotelle. Thus in the great | 1° ‘ 16 Hert world, 
silence—the platforms mute, the journals suppressed—insurrection | 
swelled to revolution. = 

At daybreak, on March. 18th, on all the walls of Paris was dis- 
played the following proclamation : og SS 8 

“Inhabitants of Paris! Once more we address ourselves to your 
reason and your patriotism, and we hope that we shall be heard. 
Your great city, which cannot subsist without order, is in certain dis- 
tricts profoundly disturbed, and the disturbance in these quarters even 
without ‘spreading, to the others is anfficieht to hinder the return of 
industry and comfort. For-some time past, ill-disposed persons, under 
the pretext of resisting the, Prussians who are now no longer within | © 

our walls, have constituted themselves masters of a part. of the town, 
inv erected obstructions and have mounted guard upon them, forcing 
you to mount guard with them by the command of an obscure com- 
mittee which pretends the sole regulation of a portion of the National: 
Guard; which committee thus ignores the authority of General d’Au-” 
relle who is so worthy of his position at your head; wishing to form a 
government in opposition to the legal Government instituted by general 
suffrage. These men who have already done you so. much harm, whom. 
you yourselves dispersed on Oct. 31st, make pretence of defending you 
against the Prussians who have done no more than appear within your 
walls, and whose final departuro is retarded by this disorder. . They 

‘point cannon which, should they be discharged, would merely shatter 
your houses, and lay low your children and yourselves. Ina word, 
they compromise the Republic instead of defending it,; for since they 
have given rise to an opiuion throughout France that a Republic is 
necessarily a fittd of disorder, the Republic may be lost. Do not be- 
lieve these men, but listen to Se which we tell in all @incerity. 
The Government instituted by the whole nation would already have 
been able to take back the guns atolen from the ‘State, and which at this 
moment are a menace only to yourselves ; also to remove theridiculous 
obstructions which serve no purpose but to impede traffic, and to bring 
into the hands of justice the criminals who are thus not afraid of 
bringing wbout civil war ‘after the war, with the foreigner... But the | ~ 
Government desired to give those men who are merely deceived, time 
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time that has been granted to men of good faith to draw away from. 


the well-being of France at large; therefore it must not be indefi-. 
nitely prolonged. So long as the present state of things continues busi- 
ness is at a standstill, your shops are deserted. orders coming in from. 
wll directions are suspended, your hands are idle, credit cannot be re. 
newed, The capital of which the Government is in need to relieve our 
territory--of the presence of the enemy is not forthcoming. In your 
own interest.even and in'that of your city asin that of France the 
Government has resolved to act. “The guilty persons who have pre-~ 
tended to institute a government of their own are about to be deliver. ( intance of his best 
ed over to the law; the guns stolén from the State are about to -be 3 eon a sses the individual — 
replaced in the arsenals, and in order to éxecute. this urgent measure opinions of the men who mad : 
of justice and reason the Government relies upon your concurrence. | -and this means that a hundred or a. and clergyimen will get 
Let the good citizens separate themselves from the bad, let them aid | name of the Church, declare that they 
public force instead of resisting it; they will thus hasten the return of | believe what no single one of them believes. _ : 
comfort in the city and will render the Republic itself a service, which ee o 
Republic these disturbances have damaged in the estimation of France. : 2 : | 
Parisians! we thus address you because we respect your good serse 
will approve our having recourse to f. f it i niggion oe give you? The 

ul ap oursé to force, for it is needful at any price i integrity. 15 
and without one day’s delay that order (the condition of your welfare) oment acl oe ai oa anne. ni tly. proclaim ins 
should be restored, completely, immediately, and unalterably.”: Paris. | do at 't he beg be ke a criminal. Promo-_ 
March 17th, 1871. (Signed) Thiers, Chief of the Executive, (whose | tio Ape name ff all committees. He 
signature was followed by those of the.other members of the Govern. | ) old shoulder. He is made to feel/that he is 
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| treated asa disturbera traitor. Who 
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lead. The frank, the generous, the sensitive hardly 

ud. Many of these do think but they keep their 

selves. Should they remain in the Church or the 

me time-servers, hypocrites, atl they quiet their con- 

ing themselves that it is wiser for them to go slow, 

with the Church or the party it will destroy their 

for good; as if a man could preserve his influence for good 
withholding the truth, and destroy that influence by 

ple, honest, manly man. Consequently priests and politi- 
sh, never help the world along in its religious thinking or 
‘hey content themselves with singing the praises of the 


i 
d good after they are dead and gone. The orthodox ministers: 


, glorify Garrison, but those of Garrison’s day were ready to 


oot drunkard cannot hold a position in Church-or State; but a 

ch drunkard can. A poor libertine cannot belong to the Church or 
Senate but arich libertine can. A common prostitute cannot 
g to the Church or the Senate, but a girl who sells herself in legal 


itution to a rich old man can belong to the Church, and many a_ 


ho has “‘ married for money ”’ is in the Senate today. A common 
murderer cannot belong to the Church, but an hangman can. The 
that adjusted the noose and drew the bolt on Friday can take the 

nion bread on Sunday. A poor.man who habitually tortures 

his fellow beings cannot belong to the Church or the Senate, 

but a rich vivisector and vaccinator can. An ordinaty thief cannot 
belong to the Church or the Senate, but a land or money monopolist 
is eagerly welcomed. A poor person who lives without workiny cannot 
belong to the Church or the Senate, but a rich person who lives with- 
out working is received with open arms. 
he most ignoble criminals in England today are the men who 
ambug thé people at election times, who rob them wholesale by 
means of corporate monopolies, who starve them Ly driving them off 
vacant land and by controlling the issue of money, and these men all 
belong to the Church, and many of them hold high office in the State. 
Both Church and State want “God” in the constitution, but they do 
‘not clamor for justice in society. They want the Bible in our public 
Is, but they do not ask for the Golden Rule in pusiness. They 


; aay must not break the Sabbath, but they do not say to the mono- 


ol ‘You must not break that poor woman’s back over a sewing 
chine”? They call on you to worship Jesus, but if you try to follow 
revepts they will call you a madman. They tell the poor to be 
ymical and contented instead of telling the rich to be just, The 


ch tells-the rich to be charitable instead of telling them to stop — 


ing the poor. It preaches the blessedness of poverty while it 
sin the licsury of wealth. It points the eye of faith to another 
, but encourages the-hand of business to lay up mountains of 
ned wealth in this. Both Church and State love respectability 
than righteousness, and hate social obscurity more than sin. 
are intrinsically and necessarily bad. They cannot be reformed. 
must go! ae 
G. 0. W.- 
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Tan Men o¥ Money Istanp.” By Seymour F. Norton. Appendix 


_by Henry Seymour. (Reeves, 185, Fleet St. 1s). 

The author graphically illustrates, by way of a novel, the power of 
money to enslave the workers. The book opens with a party of ten 
_ Men setting sail for “pastures new ’’ where the evils of civilization 
are unknown. They have been disgusted, with good reason, with the 

veryday world and have determined to become the pioneers of a new 
society, in which organized injustice passing under the guise of “ law 
and order ” shall have no place. «Their ship is carried by the fates to 
40 uninhabitated island which proves to be rich-in all the resources 
Of nature and industry.. Step by step their progress is recorded ; 
chapter to chapter is admirably depicted their evolution from 

labor and individualism to the division of=labor and_aocial 
uction. Thetransition from barter to money is developed. Alli 
well until one of them, who is a ‘‘ ne’er do well” and the master 
trade, starts his wits to work to ensure a livelihood at the 
of the community. He seizes on the, idea of money to distort 


That only the overbearing anil cunning | ing that they are founded in economi 


the buok ‘makes’ the subject of: money so plain and simp t 1 
person can understand it,” but he is evidently 
_the author’s medicine for the malady, it savorin 
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non-secretive, have ever been ready to join secret ae 
ties in their struggles for liberty as they conceived§ it. 


end What ‘has-been the ending of all their rebellions 


and conspiracies? Betrayal, both by-ftiénd and foe. 
Under the soothing syrup of secrecy Irish patriots have 
marched to imprisonment and death. Governments 
have been able to undermine ard>destroy nearly every 
society the existence of which was objectionable to 


them. 

Why are governments unable to suppress Anarchy ? 
Because it has a scientific basis, being the result of a 
close study of human society and an accurate perception 
of those principles which if applied to society would be 
conducive of human happiness, those principles being 
‘believed in by men who have, as a body, no secrets to 
betray, oaths to break, or documents to sign. In deal- 
ing with Anarchists governments have to deal. with a 
number of independent thinkers, who object to be 
governed, that is, to be dictated to, to have an external 
will imposed upon them, to be interfered with when not 
interfering with others, who will resent this interference 
with the exercise of that equal liberty which they are 
justly entitled to by passive and active means according 
to the mental capacity of each individual Anarchist. 

As Anarchist opinions spread the difficulties of 


government will increase. IRELAND. 
a 
THE CHICAGO MARTYRS. 
COMMEMORATION MEETINGS. 

In commemoration of the event in Chicago, on November 11th, 1887, 
which is handing the name of that city down to posterity in a way its 
more intelligent inhabitants dread the mention of, the usual meetings 
in London and elsewhere are being arranged as we go to press, 

A meeting will be held on Monday, the 11th inst., at the Lecture 
Hall, Tidal Basin, opposite the Station, commeneing at 8 p.m. The 
speakers will be Leggatt, Peddie, Turner, Tochatti, Ford, and others. 

A meeting will be held at South Place Institute, Finsbury, but 
the particulars of the arrangewents have not come to hand. - 


A few copies of “ The Chicago Anarchists,” the” remarkably fine 
drawing by Walter Crane, are left, and may be obtained by sending 
to our office. Fine copies, post free, 6d. ; other copies, 2d. 


Szpastien Faure, the celebrated French orator and Anarchist- 
Communist is announced to deliver two lectures in St. Andrew’s Hall, 
Newman St., Oxford St., W., on Saturday Nov. 2 and Monday Nov. 4. 
The subjects dealt with will be “The Society of Today’’ and “The 
Society of the Future”. Tickets (6d. each) may be obtained in ad- 
vance at Lapie’s Library, 30 Goodge St., Tottenham Court Road. 


Anarcuist-Communism.—The Deptford Working Men’s Education- 
al Association announce a Free Course of Sunday Evening Lectures, 
the first of which will be given on Nov. 3, at Smith’s Cocoa Rooms, 
Deptford Bridge. The lecturers include Olivia Rossetti, J. Turner, 
and others. 


“Soorattsm in Danerr,” by F. Domela Nieuwenhuis, (Part I) is one 
of the “J.iberty’’ pamphlets we should like to see very largely circu- 
lated. ‘The work, which at the presont moment cannot be otherwise 
than highly interesting to Socialists generally, has not hitherto been 
printed in English. To our thinking it is one of the clearest. exposi- 
tions of the Socialist position in Germany ever penned, and may be 
read to advantage appease a report of the proceedings at the recent 
Congress at Breslau. Nieuwenhuis is a most paiustaking writer, he 

. verifies as far as possible every statement he makes, and supports 
every opinion he advances by the weight and appropriateness of his 
» ease The work has been admirably ‘vanadate by R. Grierson, 
the spirit as well as the style being most effectually preserved. We 
confidently ask our friends to give this little pamphlet all the publicity 

_ they can. We are pushing forward the printing of Part II as quick- 
ly as possible. 


“Common-Sensz Country ” is the title of a pamphlet just issued 
from our office, and written. by L. 8. Bevington. Speaking of it a 
contemporary says it is one of the brightest of the Lismrty series, 
and is a very cogent exposure of some of the wretched shame of today. 


The sad death of Comrade Christopher Boddy, which took place on 
the 18th of September, owing to an accidental fall from the roof of a 
& house in Tottenham Court Road, has taken from our ranks a young 
mau of considerable promise, who added to a natural kindheartednesa 
an earnest desire to acquire knowledge, and to aid his fellows in all 
true efforts to obtain more equitable social conditions. 


Berxman Appear Funn.—R. Gundersen writes: I ha i 
ortho Hens und eves, hago jor Br Chee 
Subscription List No, 18 (R. @.) 15/-; No. 19 (Starke) 2/-. As funds 
are much needed I me upon friends to do their best, and those who 
have subscription lists to send-them to me as soon i 
Gundersen, 98 Wardour St., Soho, W.. as Porsible. R. 
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“LIBERTY ” is a journal of Anarchist-Communism; but articles on all pha of the Revol 
tionary movement will be freely admitted, provided they are worded in suitable language von 
contributions should exceed one column in length. The writer over whose signature the arti 
appears Is alone responsible for the opinions expressed, and the Editcr in all matters resery, os 
bimself the fullest right to reject any article. — Fae 

We would ask our contributors, to write plainly and on one side of the Paper only 
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,. BETWEEN OURSELVES. 


Snow and severe frost predict the rapid approach of 
winter. . It needs no prophet to foretell that winter wil] 
bring again to the front the question of ‘‘What is to be 
done for: or with the unemployed?’’ Indeed the fad- 
dists, including London’s representative of mammon— 
the Lord Mayor, and the political quacks have already 
intimated their readiness to resume business—on the ~ 
old lines, of course. The rich must be appéaled to 
their sympathy must be roused, and their hearts must 
be touched. The poor must be taught to think them- 
selves lucky in being allowed to beg—the law stands in 
the way of thei¥ doing so generally; they must eat 
with due thankfulness for the crumbs thrown to them by 
Dives, and under no circumstances must they look “the 
gift-horse in the mouth.” If this nice little arrange- 
ment should—just for once—not happen to work as 
smoothly as usual: suppose—only suppose—that such 
a thing as a general rising of ‘‘the residium” should 
suddenly take place in London and one or two other big 
cities, What would happen next? Will someone cone 
along with an answer ? _- : 


‘One of ‘“Ourselves’’ says Anarchists’ are not such 
fools as toradmit that the dispensing of so-called chris-— 
tian charity is the only method of solving the “un- 
employed” difficulty. The solution, to his ing, i 
to be found in a much simpler but more « 
of proceedure. It is only necessary to give 
ployed the opportunity to do the best. 
selves, by ruthlessly brushing away a 
their way—such atrocities as monop¢ 


laws, worn out customs, and effete creed: 


Simple enough! So simple that one is astonished so 
few should be found as yet who have determined to do 
what they can to put the principle into practice. But the 
ball has been set rolling, the wide-spread feeling of dis- 
content is nearing the borders of revolution, and this 
next winter will probably not pass away without existing 
social arrangements receiving a shaking to their:yery~_ 
foundations. pve 


So far as the lockout at Carmaux and the action of 
the French Government in relation thereto are con- 
cerned, the result has been exactly what was to be 
expected. Governments can do no wrong when they 
oppress and coerce the weak. In a contest between 
“might” and “right,” the former, having soldiers and 
police at its disposal, wins the day and becomes “right,” 
and the latter by a neatly contrived illusory trick is 
suddenly transformed into “wrong.” | God, or right, is 
always on the side of the big battallions. Of course, 
in the opinion of French deputies—-at any rate in the 
belief.of such of them as hope some day or other to be 
office-holders—what the government has done is per- 
fectly in accord with political justice. If a most tyran- 
nical capitalist and employer has been upheld in his 
base and cruel acts, the support has been “lawfully” 
given; even if the law has been strained by allowing 
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yvour to provoke half-starved work- 
cts of violence, such straining has been. 
cause, in the opinion of all except 
necessary that a state of affairs” 


of “order’s-att@rding to 


continuance 
day in France, so it would be tomorrow in 

‘a large body of strikers“or the lockedout 

g the citadel of capitalism and monopoly. 

Government were Tory or Radical, police- 

soldiers would guard the banner of “ law and 

and ‘the former would be told to use their blud- 
gourously, and the latter ordered to ‘fire low.” 

been will continue to be, given the same 

ves and the same conditions. Republicanism in 

se or in America, Monarchy in Britain, Germany, 
sia—so long as these are the governing forces of 

nd political life, held in hand and used in the 

or the benefit of the moneylord and the landlord, 

nust continue to be the biggest barriers to freedom. 
e cutest politician has no scheme for rendering such 
obnoxious forces altogether harmless, and no true social 
reformer can work to advantage in the deadly shadow 


of their presence. Has not the time arrived for more 


vigorous attacks on such inhumau monstrosities? In 
the words of Gerald Massey, we should like to 


» . + « “Call’the peoples up— 
Up from the Egypt of their slavery | 
- Ring out the death knell of old tyranny— 
‘'Tis rotten ripe.” 


- The fight all round between the oppressed worker and 
_ the oppressing capitalist is approaching a crisis in the 
United States. One of the writers in the Pirebrand 
thus summarises the situation: ‘Let the unemployed, 


the American born, once come to the conclusion that it 
iseither fight or die, and they will fight without much 
“Men, tired of looking for work and angry. 


reluctance.” 
at being repulsed on every hand when asking for food, 
have been arming themselves, and there are now, it is 
estimated, over 1000 men in this (Fargo, N.D.) vicinity 
who are carrying revolvers or guns.” ‘I'he farmer is 
gradually being enslaved by the money power.” ‘All 
that we lack of a revolution tomorrow is the oppor- 
tunity.” Surely the ancient ‘handwriting on the wall” 
was not plainer or more significant than this. 


The deplorable facts coming to light day by day with 
regard to impoverished farmers, starving farm labourers, 
and land going out™of cultivation are positively appal- 
ling. And the suggestions for tinkering made -by men 
in the position of Salisbury, Devonshire, and others of 
their class, together with the twaddle written by men 
unable to see clearly the whole bearings of the question 
at issue, would justify every. honest man in turning re- 
Volutionist. Twenty farms will shortly be added to those 
already. unoccupied in Kent—the ‘“‘garden’”. of England. 
‘Those journals which, like the Estates Gazette, record 
and deplore these facts, do so from the landowners’ 
point of view. They express no sympathy with the men 

dwomen who are deprived of work and food when 

nd is left to produce weeds only. Farmers who once 


med hundreds of acres are finding refuge in the work- 


and their sons and daughters are drifting into 
ercrowded cilies. While the farmers and market 
who manage to kéep their heads above water 
railway companies and the salesmen so rapa- 
fey feed their pigs and fowls with it. 


Scrivener, who writes a remarkably good letter to the 


nd Echo on the agricultural situation, shows the utter 
ggestion that one hundred members of Parliament 
mselves into a pioneer gang, and after making them- 


with thorough cultivation, show the farmers how to_ 


perly. No doubt Mr. Scrivener gauges the 
of the average “member” correctly when he states 


ne hundred members of Parliament capable of 
the science of agriculture. He also recognizes | 
Se 2 ~~ : : 
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“ presence. 


thar put their produce on distant mar-_ 
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clearly “ that the reason for the existence of both these classes is no 
to teach, or be taught: they exist to divide”. The sooner these pre- 
tentious bags of windy rhetoric are pricked the better, and a \ 
recognition obtained of the fact that. every improvement in cultivati 
will be-exploited by the landlord. Mr. Scrivener 

to do is to take the land out of the control of “ private perso 

to this we add, “public persons”, Nothing, in the opinion of 
Anarchist-Communist, but the Communalization of the lane 

freedom possible. ‘The stories horticulturists could tel 

like fairy tales in the ears of the farm laborer to whom t 

of intense cultivation are as a dream impossible of realisatio 

“‘a@ man with no leisure cannot do his work properly, and, wh: 

haps worse, he cannot be taught,” necessitates a comp 

of the present system.  _ 
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workers’. congress be representative. of workers when a 
worker who is also an Anarchist is not permitted to be 
resent? Surely ‘‘Tattler’’ does not contend that none 
fet Social Democratic subjects are to be discussed at a 
‘conference of workers, or that all topics discussed at 
such a gathering must be dealt with from a social dem- 
cratic point of view only? If this is: what he means, 
we protest most strongly against such exclusiveness, 
and—proceed to a more important point. ~ 
“Tattler” says ‘‘We are-called upon to believe that 
atone and the same time the Anarchist does and does | 
‘not believe in representation and delegation. The 
Anarchist is always assuring us that he can represent 
no one but himself, and no oné can represent him. 
Now we are told he can represent others, and others 
-can represent him, only not in Parliament. Surely the 
principle of representation is the same in any case, 
whether the body in which representation is claimed be 
a Parliament or a Congress.” “Tattler” also says ‘If 
one dares to suggest that the Anarchist believed in 
organisation and all that it involves—voting, agree- 
ment, majority rule, delegated authority, and the like, 
ie Anarchist would almost choke with the wrath of 
is indignant repudiation of such gross misrepresenta- 
tion. But if one should dare to assert the contrary it 
appears to be equally gross misrepresentation.”’ 
he above statements prove that ‘Tattler’ knows 
very little about Anarchism, and even less about organi- 
sation, and he displays lamentable confusion of thought 
by using the.words organisation, representation, and 
delegation with butone meaning, and he may be advised 
to get a correct knowledge of these terms before he again 
essa\s to write as a Socialist or rather asa Social Demo- 
crat, and in the meantime his attention may be called 


the same in a parliament as it is in a congress or con- 
ference. Parliamentary representation is achieved by 
action in accord with orders made in Parliament—orders : 
which must be observed before representation, in part | the equilibriu 

or wholly, can exist. Even then it is in no sense free to ra ike 

act, its authority being delegated to an administration | 2.0) No €) 
which is so constructed as to favour initiative bv the reality of thing: 
capitalist: On the other hand, voluntary organisation | placé; it may be damm 
is free, and the interests of all concerned are indentica], | While but not for lor 
Neither law nor police are needed to give effect to the ant sis oa Uh a fe 
conclusions arrived at by common agreement, and such | discontent.—D 

an organisation observes the rules it makes simply be-  . : 
cause it is to the interest of its members to do so: but 
Parliament compels ‘compliance with its laws by brute | 
force. If ‘Tattler’ will refer to the writings of such 
well known Anarchisfs as. Kropotkin and Malatesta he 
will find full confirmation of these assertions. The last 


- A Quzry.—About what dat wae the 
in the sense of indicati 
publicly avowing the prit 


ternational, life-boat, and red cross associations, etc., ieee 
u _WNo aas: RCHISM l right preservation ; Communism, 
ublic calamity, are | the concession of that right to others.—Dr. Fauser MacoonaLp. — 
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A SINGLE* TAXER. 


RrHUR WITHY. 


hy Iam a singlé faxer by stating: 
le what the single tax is, and by 
early as I can its economical and 


ax is a tax only in form. Economically 
rent, for we single taxers propose to abolish 
xes on labour or labour products, and to 
ic revenues ‘from a single tax levied on 
ue of the land, irrespective of improve- 
ent must be paid in any case. If it be paid, 
individuals it will be a monopolistic and 
ative rent, which is much higher than an eco- 
nic rent; and in addition the state and the munici- 
ty must meet the expenses of governniént by levy- 
g rates and taxes on trade and industry. If, however, 
paid to the state it will be an economic rent, 
ecause the barriers of land monopoly would be broken 
n and all unused land would be open to labour and 
capital; and all the rates and taxes that now hamper 
trade and industry could be abolished. 
_. In this country the first step towards the single tax 
would be to impose upon the present value of all Jand 
the existing tax of 4s. in tle £, now levied-on the 
values of. 1692, and bringing in a paltry £1,020,000 
only. The rental value of the land of the United 
Kingdom is estimated at £160,000,000 to £200,000,000, 
go that a tax of 4s. in the £ levied on present values 
would net from £32,000,000 to £40,U00,000, and the 
existing rates and taxes might to that extent be remit- 
ted. We would then proceed by annual increments 
otls.in the £. In nine or ten years the whole of the 
ent rates and taxes, amounting to £128,000,000 
per annum, could be abolished; and in 16 years the 
whole of the rent would flow into the public coffers. _ 
his, however, is only the fiscal aspect of the reform. 
industrial and social aspects are much more impor- 
{ A substantial tax on land values would inevitably 
‘break down the barriers of land monopoly, and give 
ur and capital freedom of access to all land not 
actually in use, because the tax would be levied upon 
the full-annual value of the land whether the land were 
put to use or not, and no landowner could long afford 
to pay out the t&x while receiving no return from the 
land. This freedom of access to the land would at onca 
ve the unemployed problem and make the workers. 
omically independent ; for no man would work for 
her for longer hours, for lower wages, or under 
Worse conditions than he reed work for himself on the 
d. Hach man would, therefore, be his own factory 
. Inspector, and each would fix for himself his hours of 
labour. | . 
do not regard the single tax as a panacea, or cure- 
all; but I consider that it.is the first thing needful, be- 
cause, so long as land monoply continues, no matter 
what political, social, or industrial reforms may be in- 
duced, the landlords controlling, as they do, the only 
' wiaterial of industry can compel the workers to 
id over to them the whole of the produce of their 
ur above and beyond 4 bare subsistence. 
n a single taxer because I believe in freedom—in 
ghts of all men to life, liberty, and the pur- 
of happiness. eee 
f all men have equal rights to life, then, since the 
the th is essential to the life of all men, all 
ave equal rights to use the earth. It is there- 
hat the land should, as is the case to-day, 
d by the few. Of the 72,000,000 acres of 
50,000,000 are owned by 15,000 persons, 
30,000,000 acres 30,000,000 are owned by 


at all. men have, also, equal rights to- 


| or to the state. 


f his labour to the ‘soil is his as again 


application. 


| world, for to force him to hand over to another indi 


dual, or to the state, a portion of his product would be _ 
to make him to that extent a slave to that individual, 
This is precisely the result of our present systems of 
taxation and land tenure. _ 
’ The rental value of the land is created 


form the natural source of public revenu 
we supinely allow. them to be appropriat 
individuals, and as a conseque 
levy rates and taxes upon labou 
What, I ask, could be more 
ciples of justice than the sing 
propriate to public purposes | 
public, while leaving to indivi 
rate or tax the values create: 
ing individuals ? 2 
‘“‘ But is not the sipgle t 
someone may ask. Assu 
the rental value of the. 
belongs to the whole cor 
is not created by th 
landowners, for if the w 
till doomsday no wealth 


‘it is one of the fundaiment 


that no wealth is create 


labour and capital t 


to whatever extel 


As the word 
and every class, belor 
seem so easy to und 


vidual enlighten 
necessity to define: 
ever, are bound to stat 


of criminologists, h: 
give a new definitio 
-A. Hamon (whos 
appeared recently 
nologist—he is a 
much wider field, 
not limit his seare 


- Where is the man 
some way, ha 
another? In 
rate h 


efore whatever each man makes by the |. 


pinion is true, but 
the usual opinion. ~-W# 
| e thoug 


crim 
And by t 


Socialism 


A. Hamon’s definition of crime is as far removed from 
that, which the general public, including learned crimi- 
nologists, mean by crime as an Anarchist’s conception 
of Anarchy is from the old and less enlightened use of 
the term. . 

What would I suggest (it may be asked) in place of | 
this definition? Nothing. I would suggest to give up | ¢ 

talking about crime and criminals, and, taking the 
larger view of humanity, urge the inevitability of anti- 
social acts under inhuman, unfraternal. conditions, |... 
which themselves again are mainly owing to ignorance. 
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~Can Roman Catholics be Anarchists? 


— Yo the Editor,—Siv,—-Anarchists have not much diffleulty in 

stating their opinion of the Church of England and its doings. That 

church is simply a spiritual manifestation of “state” authority ; even 

~ its own members admit that it would be nowhere in the race to save 
souls if it werenot “established”. Nor can Anarchists have sympathy 
with the actions of the nonconforming bodies, for most of these 
organisations would willingly be “established” if they had the chance. 
‘the Church of Rome has however on more than one occasion refused 
vlike state patronage and support, has in fact declined to be bossed 
by any temporal authority, and has to this extent been Anarchistic 
in spirit, although not openly avowing herself possessed of any such 
noble but much maligned principle. May it not therefore be assumed 
that the Romish Church stands in a somewhat different position 
towards the Anarchist movement than the churches above mentioned ? 
The Catholic clergy have, not only in Ireland but in many other 
countries, stood manfully against the tyranny of government when 
the personal liberty of any member of their church has been in 
jeopardy : whilst practising spiritual oppression within the borders of 
their own churches, they have often dared the political oppressor— 
the government for the time being—to do his worst. It would be 
interesting to ascertain how far this liking for and support of the 
rinciple of individual liberty can be relied on in the coming contest 

or freedom—in the struggle for the abolition of all known forms of 
Hebden whatsoever. _ Would the Romish church’s love of 
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